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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine young women’s first sexual experiences
and the process of making the decision to have the first sexual experience and to examine the
patriarchal capitalism. By examining young women who are around 16-20 year of ages and
are studying in Nakhonratchasima province, the result can be explained by the following
process :

1. The process of meeting any man can be divided into 2 points: (1) meetings
controlled by men, for example, situations where sexual interaction takes place through
asking for a telephone number or the man's personality attracting a young woman and; (2) a
meeting through men's indirect ways of getting in touch with young women for example,
friends, parents, flirting and the perceived relationship status.

2. In the aspect of sexual relationship development, the sample had developed their
sexual relationships into love affairs by: (1) the process of building up a sexual relationship
which was begun by the man, for example, communication, asking the woman to go out, the
man concealing other sexual relationships and; (2) the process by which the woman
maintained and accepted the sexual relationship, for example, where the connection was
begun by the women, through dating, and where the woman wanted to be with the man. Most
young women will reveal their love affair to their close friends. Developing a sexual
relationship makes young women lose their rights to meet other men, they stop going out at
night, and run the risk of losing their virginity. .

3. As to losing their virginity and the reasons behind that loss, two main reasons were
identified: (1) physical force, such as rape. This is often accompanied by seduction, threats or
offers of alcoholic drinks. The sample of young women felt the need for caution and
resistance to those things. There were many causes for the loss of virginity, such as rape, and
patriarchal capitalism which builds up differing sexual ideologies of men and women,
differences in social and economic power. (2) losing virginity through consent. In this aspect
men are persuasive and make the young women curious and consenting., The reasons in this
case is patriarchal capitalism which builds up love ideologies, and balance in social and
economic powet.

4. Women who lose their virginity by rape or seduction can suffer through pregnancy
and falling under men’s authority. On the other hand, young women who lose their virginity
by love will become an honest loving slave of men and more jealous. It will be easier for
them to have continuous sexual activity. -

Both young men and women should realize and be instructed about the rights in their
bodies, the rights in having safe sexual activities and not using physical force, and the
balanced relationship between men and women in other aspects by the instructions from both
school and family. '
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