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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative research were to study the participatory
| learning process concerning the production and use of organic fertilizer. Case study
of 4 groups of farmers (Totally 30 persons), residing in the Bangrakam subdistrict,
Banglen district of Nakorn Pathom province were used.

The findings of this research revealed that the participatory learning process
regarding the production and use of organic fertilizer originated from the farmers,
who were faced with an agricultural activities problems, gathered in group to find the
solutions. In 2005, Bangrakam subdistrict administration organization supported the
group with its budget to establish the occupational promoting group. The objectives
were to reduce the cost of production, solve the poverty problem, production and use
of the organic fertilizer, environmental conservation. These steps also protected the
farmers and consumers from effects of toxic substances. The group invited the
academics and relevant units to transfer knowledge about the organic production
process to the farmers, emphasizing the participation of farmers in every aspect of the
production process. ) '

Enabling factors to accomplish the gathering of the organic production group
were the farmer core group committee. The core group had sacrificed their time, and
energy for the group members. This made.the farmers became faithful, trusting and
willing to join in the group to help each other to produce the organic fertilizer.
Applying the “Sufficiency Economy Philosophy” and local wisdom, the farmers had
opportunities to share their experiences in the organic fertilizer production process.
Farmer group members recognized the value of a raw material from household waste
and realized the importance of maximal and economical use of natural resources.
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