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In this study, we make use of various sources of secondary data that population-
representative to document baseline data of population in the 3 southern provinces: Yala, Patani, and
Narathivat. The results from this study can be served as the basis for more in-depth research. The
study points to the need for equalizing demographic, socio-economic opportunities among population
regardiess of religions and language used.

Data on population and family during 1990-2000 suggest inferior status of the Malay-speaking
Muslims compared to Thai-speaking Muslims and to non-Muslims, which may hinder them from life
chances. For example, Malay-speaking Muslims live in larger households, have highef dependency
ratios, fertility and mortality, most five in rural areas, married at young ages and married more than
once in a higher proportion. While those are aspects need more efforts, the fact that Malay-speaking
breastfeed more and longer should be strengthened and supported.

We also present data on socio-economic status of the three provinces during 2003-2006,
though not in the format of religion/language comparison, as the data not allowed. Contrasting the
three provinces with the whole country indicates that the socio-economic inequality is decreasing.
Measured by income, wage, and income per capita, as well as proportion of 15 and older population
never had regular education, Yala is in the best position, while Narathivat is the worst. Employment is
also increasing both males and females. Gross Provincial Product of the three provinces in 2005 is
somewhat different from the Gross Domestic Product. At national level, industrial sector comprises
highest share of income. The highest share of income is from fishing sector for Patani, and from
agricultural sector for Yala and Narathivat. Proportion of population employed in the government
sector is small in the three provinces, though increasing, suggesting the major role of private sector.

We propose areas of study for further research. Related to demographic aspects, we suggest
constructing population projection in the three provinces by Malay-speaking Muslims, Thai-speaking
Muslims and Buddhists. The comparison should also be made with Muslims outside the three
provinces. Researches on migration among Muslims are also needed, as existing data on migration
are very limited. In relation to socio-economic aspects, we suggest more research on unemployment,
underemployment, and context-based employment. Finally, as we found different patterns across
Muslims speaking Thai and Malay, we suggest research that differentiates between speaking Thai
language and ability to speak Thai in relating this variable to other characteristics. Research that
systematically explores how Muslims really perceive about Thai and Malay language will also be
insightful,





