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ABSTRACT

The study developed guidelines for safe coconut sugar as part of an alternative
public policy, Samutsongkhram Province, Thailand. The study investigated unsafe factors
in coconut sugar production and consumptionto find better waysof production and
consumption, with cooperation of stakeholders to develop guidelines for alternative public
policy. The fieldwork data gathered by in-dept interview, group interview, and non-
participatory observation. The study included a content scope of problems analysis and
local public policy alternative analysis in the area of Samutsongkhram Province.

The results of the study revealed that the situation of Samutsongkhram Province
coconut sugar production was continuously decreasing because of salt water intrusion and
lack of labour. While the natural coconut sugar volume was decreasing, the counterfeit
sugar was increasing to cope with market demand. It is expected that ratio of counterfeit
and natural sugar in Samutsongkhram Province is about 70:30. The counterfeit sugar leads
to contamination of food from the addition of a bleaching agent (Sodium hydrosulphite)
which is illegal, unsafe and over the standard limit.

The study concluded that the appropriate guidelines are the upgrading of product
standards according to the Thai Community Product Standard and coconut sugar group
cooperation. This guideline should be run under support of community organizations, and
provincial governmental agencies. Social supportshould be employed to generate
effective cooperation expansion among producers to produce safe coconut sugar in the

future.
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