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ABSTRACT
The objectives of this study were to study 1) the sustainable tourism
development capacity of Talingchan Rivering Community; 2) the tourists’ needs; and

3) trends of sustainable tourism development. The researcher applied both the

qualitative and quantitative research techniques in data collection. There were three
groups of population, consisting of 1) 54 community members with household lcaders,
community leaders, tourism entrepreneurs and shop owners; 2) 300 tourists; and 3) 3
tourism officers of Talingchan district. The researcher used systematic random
sampling to identify 300 tourist samples. classified 54 villager key informants and 3
officers. Data were collected by the use of a set of questionnaires with the tourist
samples and in-depth interview format with community members and tourism officers
of Talingchan district.

The research findings were that 1) the community had a capacity for
sustainable tourism development as it had abundant tourism resources such as natural
environment and folkways along the canals, agricultural orchid and vegetable farming,
accessible routes both by road and water ways, and location near Bangkok. Those
components facilitated the tourists to access the areas with safety in the kinship
society, in which the members helped looking after each other. The owners also
looked after the tourism sources. This community had a high degree of capacity to
take a number of tourists, as it has been a rotating area for visitors with short visits.
Normally, the boat seat numbers would limit the tourist numbers. The research found
that there should be some improvements of tourism amenities and more promotions of
people participation. Currently, their participations were found in 2 types as the
activity and beneficial receiving involvement. 2)Over all, the tourists were found

satisfied with their visits at a moderate level. Their satisfaction regarding the resources
and environment was found at a high level, the tourism source’s amenities and security
was at a moderate level, while they needed to see more development in the aspects of
amenity and safety in the tourism source. 3) The researcher suggested that there should
be 5 guiding trends of sustainable tourism development of the Talingchan Rivering
Community. Those were the development of various route and activity patterns,
community participation promotion, sustainable tourism marketing development, the
development of service capacity in the community, and tourism resource conservation.

KEY WORDS: SUSTAINABLE TOURISM / WATER WAY TOURISM /
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