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ABSTRACT

This study was to compare the awareness of cultural heritage conservation
between Thai and foreign tourists at Phra Pathom Chedi and affecting factors,
problems, limitations and recommendations in conserving the cultural heritage at
Phra Pathom Chedi. Samples were tourists aged 18 years and above visiting Phra
Pathom Chedi, Nakhon Pathom Province. They were classified into 200 Thai
tourists and 200 foreign tourists and there were 400 tourists in total. A questionnaire
was the instrument for data collection and the statistical applications were
percentage, mean, standard deviation and One-way ANOVA.

It was found that most Thai and foreign tourists had moderate awareness on
cultural heritage conservation between Thai and foreign tourists at Phra Pathom
Chedi. Factors affecting their awareness were being members of a club, perceptions
of information of conservation, valuing the cultural heritage, and knowledge of its
conservation. (P = 0.05)

Factors affecting the awareness of foreign tourists were nationality,
experience of conservation, valuing cultural heritage and knowledge of
conservation. (P = 0.05) Testing the differences of mean by t-test found that there
was no differences on awareness between the Thai tourists (x = 103.95) and the
foreign tourists (X = 103.24) on cultural heritage at Phra Pathom Chedi.

Major problems and limitations in conserving the cultural heritage at Phra
Pathom Chedi were inadequate knowledge of conserving the cultural heritage at
Phra Pathom Chedi, valuing the cultural heritage and inadequate information about
Phra Pathom Chedi.

It is recommended that awareness of cultural heritage conservation at Phra
Pathom Chedi be raised. The government sectors and the office involved should
provide knowledge, information and create awareness of cultural heritage so that
pcople understand methods of cultural heritage conservation at Phra Pathom Chedi.
This information should be given through media, TV, radio, newspapers, leaflet and
other e-media. All persons involved in both the government and the private sectors
and communities should participate in planning to arouse people and tourists to be
ceaselessly aware of cultural heritage.

KEY WORDS: A COMPARATIVE STUDY/ AWARENESS/ CULTURAL
HERITAGE CONSERVATION/ PHRA PATHOM CHEDI
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