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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the level of participation and
factors related to people’s participation in Mae Kah canal development and
improvement. In addition, analysis of problems, obstacles, recommendations and
requircments about Mae Kah canal development and improvement were done. This
research was quantitative and qualitative research. For quantitative research, structural
questionnaires were used to interview 310 people lived on the banks of the Mae Kah
canal, municipal area, Chiangmai province. Frequencies, percentage, arithmetic mean,
standard deviation and Chi-square were used to analyze quantitative data. Moreover,
in-depth interview and focus groups were used for gathering qualitative data reported
by descriptive approach method.

The results of this study were that people’s participation in Mae Kah canal
development and improvement was at the low level. The factors related to people’s
participation at statistical significance level of 0.05 were education, occupation,
income, community residing duration, status in community, community activity
participation, utilization of Mae Kah canal and those who received information about
Mae Kah canal development and improvement. But gender, age, family members,
knowledge of public water source conservation and development, and awareness of
water and water source value were not statistically related to people’s participation in
Mae Kah canal development and improvement.

The major problems and obstacles of people’s participation in Mae Kah canal
development and improvement were that people did not devote enough time to
participating. Furthermore, the government did not give a chance for pcople’s
participation and give more public relations about Kae Kah canal development and
improvement. However, people still want to participate in every step of Mac Kah
canal development and improvement.

The recommendations for this study were that the government should
provide knowledge about participation for people in every age and give a chance to
people to be on the committee involved in the Mae Kah canal development and
improvement. Moreover, the government should provide more public relation and
campaigns about Mae Kah canal development and improvement.
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