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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research, “Vote buying and the characteristics of moral
justification: a case study of a province periphery to Bangkok,” aimed (1) to study a
process of vote buying in a local election and (2) to study characteristics of moral
justification for vote buying in a local election.

Data were collected by the method of in-depth interview with 4 informants who
were candidates of local elections and the method of participatory observation of
political campaigns from the days of preparation until the announcement to certify
election results by the Election Commission. Ethical theories used as a conceptual
framework comprised 2 groups, deontological and teleological. The former group
consisted of Kant’s moral theory and relativism. The latter group consisted of egoism
and utilitarianism.

It was found that vote buying was one of the strategies used to win the election
and that moral justifications related to vote buying had both deontological and
teleological characters. Those justifications with deontological character bore a
relativistic feature while those with teleological character had an egoistic element.

It is suggested that the characteristics of moral justification by people in other
areas with socio-cultural differences should be studied, and informants should also be

extended to people who sell their votes.
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