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ABSTRACT

The degradation of to coastal resources directly affects the coastal ecosystem and
quality of life of small-scale fishers. As such awareness to solve problems related to coastal
resources depletion is strongly needed. This research aimed 1) to investigate the coastal
resources database in Muang district through a field survey; 2) to study the coastal
resources utilization and attitudes of all stakeholders towards coastal resources in order to
provide management guidelines. This research was conducted using a focus group of 187
small-scale fishers and in depth-interviews with 42 stakeholders from the governmental and
private sectors as well as local communities, it also aimed to 3) todevelop management

guidelines for coastal resources Muang Narathiwat district.

Most mangrove were found in Kokkien canal while seagrasses were found in
Kokkien canal and Bangnara River. An artificial coral reef was laid in sea between 1999
and 2004 in 20 areas. Normally, people in the community and adjacent areas catch aquatic
animals in mangrove forests and did not access seagrass areas due to unknown or limited
knowledge to the importance of seagrasses. Small-scale fishers also hook fish in the area of
the artificial reef. In terms of attitude towards coastal resources conservation, the research
found that almost all fishers agreed on the concept of conservation, but had no knowledge,
understanding, a awareness of sustainable management. Participation of small-scale fishers
in conservation activities was low. Thus, management guidelines for coastal resources in
order to conserve and maintain sustainable utilization cover five aspects; promotion of
knowledge and awareness about coastal resources conservation, coastal resources
rehabilitation, alternative job promotion, law and policy enforcement for coastal resources

management, and, lastly, encouragement for a group setting for conservation.
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