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Abstract

Project Code: RUG4730001

Project Title :  Policy development on Trade in Health Service to be
presented at National Health Assembly

Investigators : Churnrurtai Kanchanachitra?, Chaaim Patchanee 2,
Pungpond Rukamnouykit!, Sirikiat Liangkobkij3,
Waranya Teokul4.
* Institute for Population and Social Research Mahidol University,
2 International Health, Policy and Strategic Bureau, MOPH,
3 Medical Registration Division, MOPH,
¢ National Economic and Social Development Board.

email address: prckc@mahidol.ac.th
Praoject Duration: 1-30 September 2004

This project aims to collect, analyze and synthesize data on trade in health service
and provide recommendations on further stuér)rz1 in this issue. The process of study
includes literature review, brainstorming among stakeholders in various sectors to
compile data and information and present the recommendations to the National Health
Assembly in 2004.

People standpoints comprise of 3 main issues as follows:

1. Intellectual Property Rights

1.1 The government should not put intellectual property rights on drug and
health in the free trade agreement negotiation.

1.2 In case of Thailand’s involvement in Patent Cooperation Treaty in has to be in
the condition that Thailand has to develop patent process by developing a
complete database in Thai to be easily retrieved. Moreover, Thailand needs to
strengthen capacity of experts in the process of patent request consideration
and patent by government or private sector.

2. Plants, herb, and traditional medicine protection

2.1 Refuse to expand the protection to cover patent on living organism

2.2 Refuse to participate in UPOV convention

2.3 Develop sui generis system to be more efficient in enforcement

2.4 Improve current intellectual property rights law to protect local intellectual

roperty and to be fair to community.

2.5 Improve intellectual property rights law by disclosing information on source of
b'o?ogical resources andp local Enowledge related to new groduct. Moreover,
agreement on benefit sharing between owners of knowledge related to new
products need to be informed. )

3. Trade in health services |

3.1 'Government should not play role in supporting trade in health service but
should be the role of private sector.

3.2 Government should support study on impact of trade in health services and
should disseminate information both strengths and weaknesses to public for
joint decision making. _

3.3 Policy on increase production on human resource should be emphasized on
equity in opportunity to study and to equal access to services.

3.4 Government should reform health care system and health insurance system to be
more efficient, better quality and to distribute resources more evenly.
Government should prevent any policies that yield negative consequences to the
health of population.

Keywords:
Trade, trade in health services
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