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ABSTRACT
This thesis is an ethnomusicological research, titted SUBU Lisu's Stringed Musical
Instrument of Lisu at Doilaan Village, Wawee Subdistrict, Maesuay District, Chiangrai Porvince.
The purposes of the study are to study SUBU's physiques, construction, performance and dances,
and to study relationships between SUBU and Lisu’s society.

The research result shows that SUBU is a pluged-type instrument and is played like a
guitar. It has three categories of sound adjustment: Ja Sa Tua, Ue Tua and Gwa Sue Sua. It has six
instrumental parts: sound box, body or neck, tunning pegs, bridge, strings and plug. Local
materials are used in its construction. Songs for SUBU found in this study are both slow and
lively songs. The melodic structure of the songs usually repeats over and over again in the “Do”
level. Pair 6 (Do-La) is found. The SUBU songs has no fixed standard. The songs and dances
cannot be apart. The dances are performed with hands in hands to form a dance circle. The SUBU
player, the dance leader, plays the music and dances at the center. The most important dance for
Lisu is New Year's dance.

Relationships between SUBU and Lisu's society can be generalized into two areas:
1) It reflects Lisu's culture, including equal status society, sex roles and characteristics of
confidence. And 2) It reflects festive activities that bring harmony and happiness to the village

and the individuals. It plays major roles in wooing among teenagers.
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