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ABSTRACT TE136067

An anthropological study of the deaf pople discloses that those members of the society carry
their own language, culture; their life style differs from that of the general public. And that leads to a
science of the Deaf, so called the deaf study. “A study of the Married life of the Deaf People of
Bangkok™ is a part of a research project of the Deaf study. The objectives are geared towards the
environment of family life of the deaf people, the process prior to a marriage pleasure in the married life
and the related factors, to marriage pleasure attitude toward a married life and family roles. The goal is
to better inform the public of the life style of the deaf people. As a result, reasonable social service may
be tailored to the needs and life practice of this group of people.

Being a research survey, the study is conducted on the deaf or hard of hearing population, who at
present, spend their couple life in Bangkok. Sample groups are taken beyond probability base, they are
selected purposive from the site where the deaf people get together for activities such as the meeting
points or their market place. The randomly sampling delivers 100 cases altogether. A questionnaire is
used as a data collecting tool by deaf research assistants and hearing research  assistants who are
skilled at Thai sign language. Data collections are conveyed in the districts of Bhuddhamonton, Sathorn,
Dusit, Dindaeng, Sukumvit, Hauykwang, Pattanakarun, and in Silom Road as well Data analysis are
conducted on Spss for the Windows program. Statistics being applied in data analysis are descriptive
ones including percentage, average, maximum and minimum values, standard deviation, identification of
correlation between the variations: Chi-Square and correlation values, identification of sizes of the
correlation by Cramers’V, Lambda and Gamma values. The data is presented in a descriptive model.

The results of the research show that the numbers of the male and the female deaf persons
being studied are equal. This average age is 35.7 years; most of them are Thai nationals and practise
Buddhism. The group comes from every region of the country, however, more than half of them are

from Bangkok. Their average income is 7,085 baht per month. As for family environment, the deaf



TE136067

people, and their spouses are physically and socially alike in terms of ages, race, religion, education
level occupation, income and hearing ability. Most of this population or 92.0 per cent are married to deaf
and hard of hearing people. 55.0 per cent of the families are extented ones; the majority live with the
husbands’ families, while 45.0 per cent are nucleus ones. Relationship between the couple is quite
positive. In terms of economical role of the family members, 57.0 percent of the incomes belong to the
spouses with a higher number from the man, while 41.0 percent belong to their relatives and the other 2
percent have no income. Touching on expenditure control and decision-making on activities for the
family, the results propose that the majority of the couples share the responsibilities ; consecutively to
that are the husband and the relative respectively. Wife takes charge of most of the house work. 54.3 per
cent of the couples share responsibilities over child-care with heavier load on the woman while 45.7 per
cent leave their children with the relatives of both sides and with the maid. 97.8 per cent of theirs children
are hearing.

Refering to the process prior to a marriage, the research has found that most of the deaf personal
have known each other and have been introduced to by friends. Most of them have met and have courted
each other before marriage. 58.0 per cent conduct no engagement ceremony prior to a wedding while 49.5
per cent do not conduct a wedding ceremony, 65.0 per cent of the couples carry no marriage license.
Reasons for partner selection are prioritized as following : capability and accomplishment at work,
physical appearance, virtues, affection and contentment, social resemblance, personality, temper and the
others. Pertaining to satisfaction in the married life, most deaf individuals are found to be ecstatic; family
imcomes and children are main factors of the joyfulness. They generally view that a married couple
should have a child. Most of them also agree to monogamy, wedding a deaf partner and living in couple
as opposed to remaining single. Very small number acknowledge divorce, woman’s sexual relationship
prior to marriage, bi-sexuality and abortion. In reference to family roles, a good number attitude is man
should take responsibility over incomes of the family. It mediocre number of the respondents endorse the
idea of nucleus family after being married, and also the idea of woman being responsible for bringing up
the chiid.

The outcomes of this study clarify that most deaf personalities spend their life among

themselves . and that they are on fairly good terms with one another; lastly they enjoy married life and

hold positive perception towards couple status.



