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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the background, socio-cultural community’s
tourism management, and the effect of tourism on the socio-cultural aspects of the
Phu-thai people in Khok-kong village, Tambon Kutwa, Amphoe Kuchinaray, Kalasin
province. This study used a qualitative approach, and collected data by interview,
observation and questionnaire.

The findings of the study are that the society and culture of Phu Thai are the
basis of their ethnic identity. They respect their own spiritual relatives and maintain
good relationships among their relatives. The ethnic identities are reflected through
ceremonies such as the Yao, marriage, and funeral ceremonies. Moreover, the Phu-
thai also follow their tradition of Hit Sipsong Khong Sipsi like the local Isan people,
but add some details of Phu-thai traditions in the activities. The community’s tourism
management started in 2526 B.E., for the Khok-Kong waterfall festival. Then, in
2541 B.E., the province’s tourism committee agreed to promote Khok-Kong village
as a cultural tourism village, due to the government’s tourism promotion project.
Therefore, the tourism is supported by the government sector and managed
systematically. The villagers represent their traditions and beliefs through activities:
the Yao, the spirit feast, etc. They also manage home-stays to represent their way of
life.

The effects of tourism have helped the community to realize the values of
their local society and culture. It gives them a chance to present their culture to the
outsiders. On the other hand their relationships, local traditions and values may be
changing due to the influence of tourism. '
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