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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the linguistic and cultural context of Mon
names. The study is a case study of Mon people in Wangka village, Nonglu
subdistrict, Sangkhlaburi district, Kanchanaburi province. The study investigates the
linguistic origins of Mon names (e.g. Mon,Burmese,Thai,English) and also the
language structure and meaning of Mon names. Mon names,including name changes,
reflect beliefs,values and culture of Mon people in Wangka village. Data were
collected and considered according to gender and age. Mon names were sampled in
Wangka village between 2002-2003 by 4 groups : Group I (1-10 years old), Group 11
(11-25 years old), Group Il (26-45 years old), and Group IV (over 45 years old).
Random sampling generated a total of 1,600 names: 800 male names and 800 female
names.

This case study shows the Mon people used Burmese, Thai and English in
naming people, in addition to the Mon language. It found that most females in group
I had Mon names and that females from the other groups were less likely to have
Mon names.Most males over 45 years old had simple names comprising only one
syllable.The source and meaning of Mon names show the values, beliefs and way of
life of the Mon people. Male names usually refer to patriotism and victory; the female
names often refer to beauty. This study also found that most Mon people have to
change their original names because of social and practical imperatives such as
caused by Thai identity cards or attending Thai schools. Such name changes are
Recessary to allow them to integrate into Thai society and harmonize with Thai
people.
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