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The objective of this thesis is to study the phonology of Thai Berng — Thai Derng;
at  Lopburi province and to compare the phonemes with Thai Khorat. A tagmemic
framework is used for analysis.

The resulis of the study show that, there are 21 consonant phonemes /p, t, Kk,
c,?, ph, th, kh, ch, b, d, m, n, p, f, s, h, r, 1, w, j/,
18 single vowelphonemes/ii:,mw w:, u u:,e e:,e a:, o o:, & @:,

0 0!, a ai/and three diphthongs /i®, we, ua/. Thereare two types of
intonation groups : falling contour and rising contour. Intonation is caused. by tone of the
final syllable of a statement ; if the pitch pattern is rising, then the intonation of the
utterance will be rising, which is predictable. There are two types of syllable : the open
syllable and the closed syllable. In addition, four types of phonological words were found,
namely monosyllabic words, disyllabic words, trisyllabic and tetrasyllabic. There are five
tones : low falling tone, low falling rising tone, mid level tone, mid rising falling tone
and high rising tone.

The results of consonant phoneme /r/ in Thai Berng — Thai Derng .The consonant
phoneme /r/ is specific characteristic of Thai Berng - Thai Derng. Tone system in Thai
Berng - Thai Derng is the same as in Thai Khorat. These dialects have the same variation
patierns : B123 -4, B4 = C123 and B = DL. Therefore , tone system is Thai central
phonology. The lexical usage of Thai Berng — Thai Derng there is 73.14 % same in the
language, compared with Thai Khorat dialect. The similarities of the lexical usages are :
there are compound words of two dialects, the usage of the Thai central language and the
usage of dialect. The study also found that Thai Berng — Thai Derng in a usage level has
adopted some language from central Thai standard language. The researcher expresses
strong concern over the crisis of the Thai Berng— Thai Derng language and the fast pace
of the influence of Thai standard language over the dialect.

It is concluded from various linguistic evidences that Thai Berng - Thai
‘Derng and Thai Khorat are closely related dialects. But they are called “Thai
Berng -- Thai Derng” because the speakers of Thai Berng — Thai Derng dialect always
put the final particles “berng” and “derng” in their speech.



