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This is a qualitative study in the field of environmental ethics. It consists
mainly of documentary research. The primary source includes the Tipitaka; the
secondary source covers the related Tipitaka commentaries and sub-commentaries,
and other related documents. The objectives are to study the Buddhist concept of
value and to analyze the relationship between the insight in Idappacayata and the
attitude of Chanda.

It was found that, according to Buddhism, moral values like good and
bad refer to mental factors. Kusala or wholesome mental factors are elements of
good actions while Akusala or unwholesome mental factors are the roots of wrong
or bad actions. The wholesome mental factors consist of non-greed, non-hatred, and
non-delusion, while the unwholesome mental factors consist of greed, hatred, and
delusion. According to the Buddhist law of mental functioning, Panna or wisdom
has a causal relationship with Chanda. That is, the Panna mental factor always
induces the attitude of Chanda, the contentment with, and aspiration for, the good
and beautiful state of the world.

Panna is constituted by the right view, which stems from the insight in
Idappaccayata. It makes men see the world as it is, know what is wholesome or
unwholesome, become aware of the discontent nature of life, and find the Attha of
life, its true goal and benefits. The realization of such Attha finally induces the
attitude of Chanda, the motivation to do wholesome deeds. This attitude can serve |
as the basis of Buddhist environmental ethics because it tends toward the benefits of |
all things.

It is suggested that the doctrine of Idappaccayata should be promoted so
that people have a better understanding of the world and adopt an attitude of
preserving the natural environment. Moreover, it was discovered that the attitude of
Chanda can be induced by non-greed and non-hatred. Therefore, a further study into
this issue should be conducted in order to find out if this sort of Chanda can serve as
a basis of Buddhist environmental ethics.




