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This research integrated both qualitative and quantitative methods to study the concept of
the good person according to ethical theories and religious teachings; views concerning the
characteristics of a good person in Thai society; and views about the good person among religious
groups. The study consisted of documentary research and cross-sectional survey. The sample
groups consisted of 399 Buddhists, Christians, and Muslims in Bangkok. The survey method used
was questionnaire.

The results of documentary research showed that a person was good in Egoist terms when
he acts for his long- term self- interest; in Utilitarianist terms when he acted for the majority's
interest; in Kantian terms when he treated the others as end in themselves; in Buddhist tenﬁs
when he was mindful and constituted by Kusalas; in Christian terms when he was constituted by
Agape, act in accordance with God's commands, and as God's image; and in Islamic terms when
he was a human being and has faith.

The findings from the cross-sectional survey revealed that, regarding the characteristics of
a good person, all religious groups gave the highest rank to the characteristics taught in their
religions and the lowest rank to Egoist characteristics. All groups ranked either in the first or
second place the characteristics of loving-kindness. Regarding the conduct of the good person,
the Buddhist group found Egoist conduct agreeable while the other two were neutral. Moreover,
the Buddhist group had some views that were not in agreement with their religious teachings
while the Muslim group had all views in accordance with their religious teachings. However,
regarding the views about their decisions in the given situations like a sacrifice for common good,
all groups gave some responses that contradicted their views about the characteristics and conduct

of the good person.

It is suggested that further research should be conducted with a larger sample group, and

there should be a comparative study among important provinces.




