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The objectives of this research were to study the level of the participation , knowledge , and
factors which were related to the participation of the Karens in the improvement of the mountian water supply
quality. The reseacher used a questionnaire to interview 66 Karens families. The water quality was analysed by
using the criteria for the water quality in rural areas of the Executive Committee , the Project of Providing Clean
Water in the Rural Areas Throughout the kingdom , Ministry of Interior , 1988.

The results of study found that thc participation of the Karens in the improvement of the
mountain water supply quality was in the moderate level (56.0%). After the presentation , the Karen’s knowledge
level concerning the improvement of the mountain water supply quality was at the high level (9_2.4%_) .The
Factors which were related to participation were as follows : The receipt of the information had a positive
relationship witﬁ participation with statistical significance of 0.01. Income had a positive relationiship with
participation with statistical significance of 0.05. The level of education and the knowledge concerning clean
water , -water source development and conservation , chemicals , and water quaiity had no relationship witk-
participation , with statistical significance of 0.05. The results of analysis found that the water quality was in the
standard criteria when compared with the criteria , of the water quality in the rural area of the Executive Committee of the
Project of Providing Clean Water in the Rural Areas throughout the Kingdom , Ministry of Interior, 1988.

The recommendations after the study were as follows : There should improvement of the water
quality by additionally using alum for the sedimentation and a thin white cloth for filtering because it is the
easiest way to improve the water quality with the low cost. There should be public relations in order to bring
about understanding in maintaining the water main within the house and vessels , or equipment used in carrying
the water supply , for cleanliness. Moreover , there should be the dissemination/encouragement of knowledge
concerning clean water , water source development and conservation , chemicals , and water quality. In addition ,
conscienceness should be created in the Karens so that these people will have more participation in the

improvement of the water quality.



