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ABSTRACT
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This research was done to analyze the type of participation in the

tourism activities of local community in Tumbon Maeram, Amphur Maerim, Chiangmai,
north of Thailand, using Deshler and Sock's (1985) framework and also the local
community's perception of the contributibn of the tourism activities to sustainability of
development for the communities in Tumbon Maeram. The respondents for the study
consisted of a stratified random sampling of 307 local community and the owners or
administrators of tourism destination as located in five villages of Tumbon Maeram,

Amphur Maerim, Chiangmai.

The results indicated that above haft of the respondents were females
with an average age of 47 years, while an average length of residence of 39 years.
Majority of respondents had reached the primary education level and married. The
average household size was 4 members and most of them had a farmer who had an
average farmland of about two rais. All of them were owner-operators of their
respective lands with an average gross annual family income was 99,989 Baht.
Respondents had higher favorable attitude towards change agents, tourism activities
and participation. More so, they showed high aspirations for themselves and their

community.

The respondents exhibited pseudo participation in all the five tourism
activities. They had been only domestication - when the power and control over a given
activity and local community are manipulated by outsiders or the owner of tourism
destination - in elephant riding, mountain bike and bird watching activities.
Furthermore, the respondents also had been assistencialism - when the power and
control remain in an external agent or elite, local community are consuited, assisted or
placated - in trekking tour and waterfall activities. Respondents also perceived that
tourism activities contribute to high sustainability. of development of their community if

analyzed on the natural resources, socio-cultural and economic dimensicns.
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Ten independent variables were found association with the type of
patticipation in tourism activities. Age, length of residence, educational status and
groés annual family income were related to type of participation in all five tourism
activities. While marital status was affecting the type of participation in four tourism
activities namely; trekking tour, waterfall, mountain bike and bird watching activities. In
addition, main occupation and attitude towards change agents were related with type
of participation in trekking tour and waterfall activities; tenure status with type of
participation in waterfall and elephant riding activities; attitude towards tourism
activities with type of participation in trekking tour and mountain bike activities; and
finally, attitude towards participation was found related with type of participation in

elephant riding activity.

The results also indicated that an association between type of
participation in elephant riding, and mountain bike activities and the perceived
contribution of the tourism activities to sustainability at the socio-cultural dimension of

development.



