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This thesis reports the results of a study in which the ethical crisis of
" The Fourth Estate, " an organization of the journalist profession, in Thailand was
analysed. The study was conducted as part of a qualitative research involving  the
code of ethics for journalists. This thesis draws on an excerpt of the data collected

from the document research and the field research.

This qualitative study focuses on the following main objectives : to analyse
the causes and problems of the Thai journalists' ethical crisis, to compare the readers’
opinions with those of the journalists' on the ethical crisis issues, and to find out and
propose some strict measures to solve the ethical crisis viewed by both groups. The
data were collected from 10 senior journalists and 100 readers by means of indepth

interview and questionnaire respectively.

The results of the analysis revealed the following issues : the journalists
regard their own code of ethics at a higher level in comparison with the readers’
appraisal because the journalists’ views are more positive than the readers'. However,

the readers have greater ethical expectations than the journalists.

The recommendations from this research are that their professional
organizations must strictly control their members. Regulations and measures must
be practical in usage in order to develop their members' self-awareness of their duties

and responsibility.




