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The purpose of this study were 1) to develop and validate the causal model of marital
satisfaction of women: The effect of emotional support and sexual communication mediated via
intimacy and sexual satisfaction, and 2) to study the pattern of direct and indirect effects of
factor associated with marital satisfaction of women. 566 married Thai women were participants
of this study. The developed model consisted of five latent variables: 1) emotional support,
which was measured by three indicators: perception of love and caring, encouragement, and
understanding from husband, 2) sexual communication, which was measured by two
indicators: dyadic sexual communication and sexual self disclosure, 3) intimacy , which was
measured by three indicators: perception of emotional intimacy, sexual intimacy, and
intellectual intimacy, 4) sexual satisfaction, which was measured by one indicator: perception
of sexual satisfaction, 5) marital satisfaction, which was measured by three indicators: dyadic
satisfaction, dyadic cohesion and consensus. Data were collect by questionnaires with
reliability ranged from .850-.950. Structural equation model (LISREL) was use for statistical
analysis.

The result indicated that the causal model of marital satisfaction of women on the
research framework was a good fit with empirical data as indicated by)(2 =19.86,df =19 ,p
= 0.403, RMSEA = 0.009, RMR = 0.009, GFI = 0.994, AGFI = 0.976° = 19.86, df = 19, p =
0.403, RMSEA = 0.009, RMR = 0.009, GFI = 0.994, AGF| = 0.976. Independent variables in the
model accounted for 73.6 percent variance in marital satisfaction. The causal model indicated
that 1) Emotional support had both direct and indirect effect on marital satisfaction through
intimacy and sexual satisfaction. 2) Sexual satisfaction had a direct effect on marital
satisfaction. 3) Emotional support and sexual communication had an indirect effect on marital
satisfaction through intimacy and sexual satisfaction. Results suggested that marital
satisfaction in women depended on emotional support and sexual communication with
husbands. Emotional support and sexual communication could increase intimacy and sexual

satisfaction which led to higher marital satisfaction.

Field of Study : ._Development Psychology Student's Signature

Academic Year : 2010 Advisor's Signature
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