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ABSTRACT

173940

Since the economic crisis in 1997, the idea of “Self-Reliable Community
Economy” has been paid attention by various Thai social institutions, even later it has become
part of several Thai governments’ policies. However, in all probability, almost all of the
community enterprises have been set by the give away budget of the state. Therefore, the most
important questions are how successful the community enterprises are, which direction they will
be and the business be the state’s benefit or state’s burden. At present, Thailand has adjusted to
be part of the world’s capitalism; these causes community produce the products for selling rather
than consuming. Thus, can the community economy that emphasizes producing for consuming
continuously go on? If it still continues, which direction it will be?

The objective of this study were: 1) to find out the philosophy of origin and
existence of the community’s rice mills toward the community’s support and as the ascendancy to
social evolution; 2) to study the types of the community’s rice mills and the government’s
support to each type in order to generate the greatest benefit for particular community concerning
the following issues: problems and obstacles, important factors that contributed the community’s
rice mills, attitude and satisfaction toward the existence of community economy in terms of
community’s mills cultural changes to the existence and development of the mills; 3) to propose
efficient administrative management of the community’s mills based on perspective of
community economy, related to the real condition and competed with the other firms. Both

quantitative method and qualitative were used. The data were gathered from committee,
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members of the community’s rice mills, community, the owners of the private rice mills, and
another 92 community enterprises in more than 20 provinces.

The result were as follows: 1) Tt was found that the philosophy of origin and
existence of the community’s rice mills was not correlated with the real condition of community
because of the changes of culture that original community declined. On viewing the community
in political, productive, and socio-cultural dimension, it was found that several community’s rice
mills had become the state’s burden rather that the state’s benefits. This research also discovered
the solution for these problems — “Alternative Perspective of the Community Economy™. This
concept concerned the accepting of the capitalism ad both co-operating and resistant aspects at the
same time and as a tool to develop the performance of the rural and urban communities to be
skilled labors and to have their choices of living. 2) There were several types of community
mills according to each perspective. There were three dimensions — capital, production, and
original motivation — that caused the different types of community mills. Each type was the
important aspect that caused its success of failure. Moreover, it was found that in general
community did not have confidence in community’s mills. 3) On resolution, it was found that
new format and capital investment of community economy had to be set. The government had to
abolish all form of the give away investment and convert it to the special low interest loan system

that had close-ended time.



