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The objectives of this research were to study 1) socio-economic contexts, history
and settlement of Doi Tao community and factors of weaving textile development; 2) the
community’s process of participation in studying the patterns and in reviving the local wisdom of
weaving textiles, inheritance of culture and original patterns of Doi Tao’s weaving textiles; and 3)
the process of creating identities of the community’s products and ability to manage the products,
resulting from the development of weaving textile local wisdom leading to the career opportunity
of Doi Tao community.

In this qualitative and Participatory Action Research (PAR), the data was collected
from people willing to participate in weaving textile local wisdom development in 3 villagés in Doi
Tao community, namely, Doi Tao village, Sanpadam village, and Doi Tao Tai village - by
observing their participating behavior, small talking, in-depth interviewing, or the focus group
meeting and from the existing local document.

The findings revealed that the Doi Tao community used to weave textiles for
household use. The weaving tradition has been passed on from generation to generation, using the
unique textile patterns. However, the development resulting from the government’s new policy,
focusing on industrial mass production, caused the uniqueness of the textile pattern to disappear.
Therefore, people in Doi Tao community have worked together to revive the traditional pattern by
the process of creating identities of the community’s products i.e. learning from elderly people in
the community meanings, values, and beliefs that have been passed on. Doi Tao community has
also tried to create identities by selecting Laiklai pattern and Sinsang pattern as their unique textile

patterns. The use of natural dyes is also uniqueness of the dyeing process. The manufactured textiles
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have also been made into various products, to display, to expand the market, and to pass on to the
next generation. The factors of developing the local wisdom in weaving textiles were needs for
income, changes in transportation, communication, inheritance of local wisdom in weaving, and
educational systems.

Doi Tao community’s process of participation in developing the local wisdom in
‘weaving textiles were 1) the process of planning participation workshop by using AIC technique, 2)
the process of weaving 7 traditional patterns, 3) the process of the first examination of the
correctness of the traditional patterns, 4) the process of solving problems of equipment and natural
dyes, 5) the process of traditional weaving and learning about patterns among community members,
6) the process of the second examination of the correctness of the patterns, 7) the process of
practicing the weaving to gain skills in weaving traditional patterns, and 8) the process of
researching to initiate the textile weaving group in Doi Tao community.

From such participatory process, the villagers in Doi Tao community could create
their own uniqueness and new identities, so that they will be accepted both at the community and

social levels.



