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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this research were to find out 1) personal
economic, and social status of farmers applying effective microorganism (EM) fertilizer
under the self-sufficient economy project, and 2) economic, social and environmental
effects of EM fertilizer application. The data was collected by means of questionnaires
from 300 samples of farmers applying EM fertilizer under the seif-sufficient economy
project of the sixth regiment, Ubonratchathani province and then analyzed by using the
SPSS for Windows.

The results of the study showed that most of the respondents were 45
years old on average, had completed a primary school, and had an average of 3
household members, 11 hired laborers, and an average of 33 rai of agricuitural land.
Their average income from selling rice was 63,626.37 baht per year and an average of
nce production was 365 kirograms per ral. Most of them were members of the Bank for
Agricuiture  and Agric;ultural Cooperatives, contacted project officers and agricultural
extension officers 1-2 times per year, were trained m self-sufficient economy at an
average of 2.34 times, have used EM fertilizer for 3.42 vyears, at an average of 119
kirograms per rai.

It was found that EM fertilizer application under the self-sufficient
economy project resulted in higher productivity, returns, social participation, contact with
project officers, training, social recognition, and environments but lower cost of
production, The data analysis by the Siegel’s Sign Test showed significant differences in
productivity, returns, social participation, contact with project officers, training, social

recognition and cost of production, but non-significant differences in environments.
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(RESEARCH METHODOLOGY)
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(Analysis of Data)
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(RESULTS AND DISCUSSION)
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