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ABSTRACT

173026

The objective of this research was to examine the villagers' behavior on
natural resource management (soil-water and forest) in 4 villages within the Mae-Sai
watershed management area in Chiangrai Province. All data were collected by means
of interview schedule from 80 household heads. Actual prior to data collection

between June to September 2000, the interview schedule was pre-tested for validity
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Research results in each objectives can be summarized as follow :

and objectivity. Data was analyzed by using SPSS computer program.

1)The personal and socio-economics aspect of the respondents
indicate that majority of the respondents were male, 39 years old on average and
have not received any formal education. Most of them were maried and engaged in
farming as their major occupation and hired labor as minor occupation. The lfand that
they cultivate and occupy, have no fitle rights because it was located in national
forest reserved area. The significant sources of information were govemment officers
from different agencies with half of the respondents reported to have attended the
training courses and almost all had joined the activites on natural resource
conservation.

2. Villagers' behavior in natural resource management. It was found
that most of the villagers had practiced several methods of fand preparation before
planting season, such as weeding, buming and digging the soil but they did not
apply any manure or compost for soil quality improvement stating that these practical
methods are simply low cost and appropriate in increasing yield. After crop harvest,
the land was left undisturbed. Villagers noticed the degradation of the soil quality by
observing the plants' rate of growth. However, they did not apply any soil
improvement methods after crop harvest because they believed that the quality of soil
will naturally rehabilitate. In addition, although the villagers knew about terrace method
of growing crops only half of them adopted it. Soil erosion control was done by
digging water drainage from and to the cultivated areas. Growing vetiver strip and
crop rotation for soil and water conservation were not practiced.

As to the villagers' behavior on water management, research resuilts
found that PVC pipe was adopted to transfer water from checked dam in the upper
level for households’ consumption and cultivation. Wastewater treatment was not
practiced but instead fandfill approach was applied. Any method of water storage was
not practiced by the villagers. However, there was no cultivation when water was
insufficient. Garbage and wastrel were treated by burning. Water resource degradation
was reduced by prevention of water loss and rehabilitation of water reserve areas.

In order for villagers to manage forest resources, the results indicated
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that timber was cut for the purpose of building houses and for fuel but were not
maintained after an illegal cutting whereas forest reservation, rehabilitation and
improvement were done under village policy and afforestation. Additionally, utilization
was done by using forest product in the community. However, wildlife were hunted

put only for consumption and not for commercial purposes.



