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ABSTRACT
74179

This research was aimed at studying 1) culture of Muang Gued];:ommgr.xi?y that
can be used as a basis for development potential in management of tourism and attraction of
tourists to the community; 2) the development potential of culture-based tourism in terms of
management and the use of culture to attract tourists to the community; and 3) impact of culture-
based tourism development on the community. To achieve the research objectives above, the
qualitative technique of PAR (Participatory Action Research) was employed and to allow for
participation of members in making decision at every stage of the research and the research
assessment was conducted by using the participatory assessment along with the quantitative
assessment method.

The outcomes of the development research were as follows:

1. Two cultural aspects of Muang' Gued community exist that can be used as a
basis for community development.

1.1 The culture that can be used as a basis for the management of
organization for community tourism.
1.2 The culture that can be used to attract tourists to the community.

2. The two cultural aspects were utilized for the development of culture-based
tourism. As for the culture that can be used in the management of groups or community
organizations, it was found that there existed two types of community culture. (1) The cultural
beliefs which involved beliefs about hell and heaven, sacred and superstitious beings, the law of
Karma, making oaths and reincarnation and the cultural beliefs which covered such cultural

norms as folkways, traditions and laws. The two types of cultural beliefs were applied in the
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establishment of Gued’s Tourism Development Club and the efficient management of the
organization based on rules and regulations. (2) four cultural aspects in the community which
were utilized to attract tourists to the community. Occupations of the people in the community,
e.g. rice farming, lychee orchards and coffee plantations, were used as tourist attractions.
Trainings in Thai traditional massage were organized for local villagers and massage services
were provided to tourists. Trainings in handicrafts were organized and handicrafts were produced
for sales to tourists. Tourists were given bpponunities to participate in traditional events such as
Loy Krathong, Songkran and Taan Salaak festivals.

3. Development potential for tourism having impacts on the community and
its members directly or indirectly included the following:

3.1 The management of groups or community organizations using
community culture revealed the villagers’ positive attitudes toward tourism. Villagers felt they
gained from the culture-based tourism, making them value their culture with positive attitudes
toward tourism activities. This resulted .in the villagers’ solidarity and the strengthening of the
community to become self-reliant.

3.2 The use of community culture as attraction of tourists enabled the
villagers to use their occupations and community customs as a means for earning income.
Villagers were able to sell more of their products and earned more income. Products were made
and services provided specially for tourists. This resulted in their ability to sell more of the
products and an increasing number of tourists to the community. The incentive that led the
villagers to participate more in the development of tourism activities was the thorough

distribution of income among villagers as generated by community tourism.



