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Abstract 246360

This research is intended to study the wisdom resources of Tai Yai elderly in Mae Hong Son
concerning their musical culture: particularly performance culture of Tai Yai music that accompanied the

traditions; rites and beliefs related to musical transmission, and symbols and meanings of Glong kon yao.

The research findings show that the performance culture of Tai Yai Music in Mae Hong Son
Province can be divided into three groups; Glong gon yao , Glong mong seung, and the Jat Tai Music.
Both Glong gon yao and Glong mong seung are accompanied dances and processions whereas Jat Tai is a
theatrical repertoire which was derived from the royal Burmese court music. The Glong gon yao melodic
pattern can be distinguished from Glong mon seung. While the melodic pattern of Glong kon yao is
varied, that of Glong mong seung is predictable and more static than the Glong gon yao’s patterns. The
musical characteristics of Jat Tai melodies are concerned with the repetitiveness which is found in
repeated last note of each phrase, repeated phrases, and repeated sentences. In addition, a musical analysis
of Jat Tai melodies leads to a conclusion that a concept of variation is not emphasizéd in Jat Tai

performing techniques.

The study of the rites and beliefs related to the Tai Yai’s musical transmission shows that the
musical knowledge is passing on orally. As for ceremonies and beliefs concerning music ceremonies the
findings indicate strong faith of Tai Yai musicians in Buddhism combined with supernatural beliefs. The
rites reflect the sense of gratitude to the teacher as well as the respect to the elderly. The Tai Yai musical
artist elderly play significant role in passing on their musical wisdom to the next generations. Besides their
willingness to pass on their knowledge, traditions, and ceremonies, these elderly are also good advisers in

reviving, conserving and promoting the Tai Yai’s musical culture.

According to empirical data of physical information on Glong gon yao, the tallest size is 96.5
inches. Five categories of drum sizes can be inferred and the largest group of drum size in number is the

third category which is the size of 50-59 inches in height. In regard to the system of symbols and



246360

meanings, two groups of systems can be divided. The first system was inducted from the Tai Yai senior
citizens’ paradigm which reflects the connections between life and nature. The second group belongs to
the perception of Tai Yai new generation that displays a political ideology of the Shan State. Regarding
the study of symbols and meanings of Glong gon yao, the data gathered from fieldwork in thirty-two Tai
Yai villages shows that senior citizens play an important role in preserving the local wisdom and still
remains the pillar of the villages in providing references, supporting traditional festivals, and holding a

status of leaders in directing rituals as teachers in the community.
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