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This research aims at studying the relationship between first page layout of daily and
online newspaper and readers’ news selection and their ranking of the importance of the
news. This experimental research used 30 students as subjects. They were divided
randomly into two groups. ,T'The first group read the printed newspapers and the second
group read the online vers;ons of the same newspapers. News selection was measured by
the process tracing method in which the subjects were asked to underline the content they
read. After reading, the subjects were asked to complete a test measuring the perceived
importance of the news.

The result of their selection of news show that the first page layouts of daily and online
newspaper affect the readers’ selection of news. Readers of the print version tended to
select news in accordance with the ranks set by the editor more often than did the online
readers.

The agenda setting effect were not uniform across all the newspapers. For Thairath
readers, the readers of the online version ranked the news importance maore closely to the
order set by the newspaper where as in the case of Komchadluek, the print version readers
ranked the news more closely to the order set by the newspaper. The researcher discussed

the finding and gave suggestion for further studies.





