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The study on changes of social and cultural conditions of Lahu communities
according to sufficiency economy in the royal-initiated modern forests project Ban Nasiri,
Chiangdao District, Chiangmai, Thailand was conducted with the following objectives: 1) to
study the previous period of social and cultural status of Lahu before participation in this
project, and 2) to investigate effects after participation in the project.

As for social dimension before participating in the project, the group of village
headers, authorities and religious leaders enacted the rules, made the decision and solved
conflicts for any controversies made by tribesmen. Moreover, they always helped, shared
and relied on each other. Old tradition from ancestors who are mostly agriculturalists and
labors was also preserved at this point. That is, they lived an adequate life, they used
what they have. For a cultural dimension according to four basic needs, clothes and
decoration were commonly home-made while some of them were bought. Nevertheless,
fashionable clothes were sometimes bought from cities, most of them are used stuff. Rice
and vegetable were cultivated in their own area. Instant and processed foods were sometime
bought. However, they still used the former way of cooking. Shelters were mostly made
of woods, roofed with dried banana leafs or grasses. While sick people were treated by a
shaman or old man who had experiences in using herbs to cure.

After participating in the project, a social dimension was rapidly changed,

government officers took part in developing every activities to improve villager’s quality
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of life. Villagers must admit and adapt themselves to these external changes so that their
belief or process of thought would be more similar to townsfolk. From this trend, it
caused a high competition in supporting themselves with money, some families were forced
to get into debt since they need to respond their basic needs for a better quality of life.
The cultural status, dresses and decorations were promoted to be produced in their own
area with local resources. On some occasions, they would dress a tribal suit only for a
local festival and an old ceremony or to welcome VIP groups. Generally, the way of
dressing are more up-to-dated like townsfolk. In an aspect of shelters, house would be
roofed with tiles and made of cement. But for old-styled houses, a space under house
would be left for no uses. Modern medicine seems to take a part in treating ill people
while herbs and occultism beliefs are less dependable. From the result of this research,
a researcher have the following suggestion:

1. The development in social and cultural dimension should be done alongside
with development in economic and environmental development.

2. Developing something in the same area should encourage the people to learn
the virtue and understand their real identity, and be prepared to meet the further changing in the
future.

3. As for developing something in different society and culture, the workers in
that organization should be promoted to take charge of ethnic participating in the project.

4. The development of the project that is successful should be continually

proceeded until they can stand by and rely on themselves.





