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ABSTRACT

A total of 336 one-day-old Arbor Acres chicks were used to investigate the effect
of Butea superba supplemented diets_ on the growth of broilers for 0-6 weeks and serum
cholesterol level of broilers between 4 and 6 weeks of age. Using 4 x 2 Factorial in Randomized
Complete Block Design, the chickens were divided into four treatment groups with three
replications of 28 chickens each and 14 chickens for each sex. Experimental diets were
supplemented with Butea superba at 0 (control), 0.05, 0.5 and 5 percent. Results of the study
showed that chicken fed with Butea superba supplemented diets at 0.5 and 5 percent showed
decreased weight gain (P<0.05) as compared with the control group. However, no effect was
observed on feed intake and feed conversion ratio among 0-6 week-old chickens (P>0.05). Feed
intake, weight gain and feed conversion ratio were not affected by sex differences.

Supplementation of Butea superba at varying levels in feeds and sex differences
did not show any effects on serum cholesterol level of chickens from 4 and 6 weeks of age. In
addition, no differences on carcass quality were shown by chickens fed with varying Butea
superba supplemented levels (P>0.05). However, longest femur and tibia were observed in a
group of chickens (4-week old) feed diets supplemented with 0.05 percentage and highest
percentage of tibia in chickens at 6-week old (P<0.01). Further results showed that male chickens

have better carcass quality than female chickens (P<0.01).





