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The neoliberal self-regulating market has monopolized knowledge and
information in forms of intellectual property rights, in which knowledge and natural
resources have been commoditized into the new fictitious commodities. In this
process, the United States, the leading industrial countries, and pharmaceutical
corporate have jointly pressured countries around the world to develop their
domestic patent system in exchange with the US trade preferences. For Thailand,
the Thai state has been forced to enact the stringent patent acts, especially the
protection of medicine products before a suitable time, supported by the
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers Association, Department of Intellectual
Property, Ministry of Commerce, and status-quo doctors. Consequently, the product
protection led to the cessation of pharmaceutical R&D in Thailand, the collapse of
healthcare welfare, and the obstruction to access medicines. These dislocations
prompted the self-protecting forces consisting of progressive-minded doctors in
Ministry of Public Health, rural doctor forum and rural pharmacist forum, patients,
NGOs, and academics. They collectively join to oppose the market orbit and to seek
alternatives on accessing medicines. As a result, they have mobilized an enactment
of the healthcare coverage act providing a basis for the issuance of compulsory
licensing in Thailand during 2006-2008. Rather than an impact of the Sep 19 coup, it
is thus best described that Thailand’s compulsory licensing shines the successful

movement of self-protectionism to counter with dislocations caused by drug patents.
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