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This study aims at examining the reaction and acceptance of male and female
teenagers toward front-page news that reflect sinful behaviors. Twenty male and twenty female
teenagers from good and deficient morality environment participated in the in-depth interviews.

All of them came from a family that regularly read popular newspapers.

The study resuits show that the youths are in a Buddhist society and acquire passion in
reading. These factors contribute to the fact that all youths have discretion in judging which
situation is good or bad. Nevertheless, teenagers from a good morality environment and a
deficient one have slightly different opinions when it comes to forming consent. Factors that

contribute to sinful behaviors among teenagers are ignorance and imitation.

Among the five precepts in Buddhism, teenagers think that the hardest one to violate is

to refrain from stealing, whereas the easiest one to break is to refrain from false speech. .

Teenagers also think that the medium that present the highest amount of sinful and
violent contents is newspapers, while television and radio are for entertainment purposes.
Meanwhile, violent content presented in any type of media does not affect their daily life. The
definition of sin in their opinion comprises three dimensions, related to karma, Buddhist

precepts; and law.





