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The study on the analysis ot areas suited to area zoning for appropriate landuse in Huay
Lah watershed, Monjong sub-district, Om Koi district, Chiang Mai province, was conducted by
using the Geographic Information System as a tool for finding levels of appropriateness in each
type of landuse e.g. paddy field, crop field, orchard and community forest. Factors and limitations
used in the analysis included landuse, slope, soil series, natural water sources, transportation and
community location. Results of the study revealed that only 3.45 percent of the watershed area was
in a “much appropriate” level. About 9.55 percent of the watershed area was used for growing rice,
9.47 percent was used for growing field crops, 15.94 percent for fruit trees, and mére than half
(65.04 percent) was used as community forest.

In the consideration of areas that have “moderate” and “much” appropriate levels for
cultivation, it was found that only 4.82 percent of the watershed area was suited for agricuitural
practices. This could be sub-divided into paddy field (14.37 percent), crop field (12.12 percent)
and fruit trees (11.38 percent). Based on the results of the study, it was indicated that the
Geographic Information System can be used as a tool for decision - making related to the natural

resources and environmental management.





