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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) the level of awareness of the
characteristics of vetiver grass in organic agricultural fields of Paluang community; 2} the level of
vetiver grass adoption in organic agricultural fields; 3) the factors relating to their adoption in
planting vetiver grass: and 4) the problems and ebstacles in planting vtiver grass. The data were
collected by means of interview form 108 Paluang agriculturist from Ban Norlac, Fang district
Chiang Mai Province and analyzed as frequency. percentage, means, and weight mean score.

The results were as follows:

The respondents adopted vetiver grass planting in terms of the following issues:
1) the benefits in preventing soil erosion; 2) the benefits in covering soil for preserving soil
moisture; 3) the benefits in producing composed fertilizer; 4} the benefits in being the wind break
protectors; 5) the suggestion from the extension government officials; arnd 6) the planting
performance imitated from their associated agriculturalists. respectively.

[t was found that the respondents were received the information from the
following sources: 1) the officials of Land Development Department and the related
crganizations; and 2) their related agriculturalists; and the printing documents ie. leaflets,
distributed documents about planing vetiver grass, efc., respectively.

Regarding the leve] of awareness of the charactenstics of vetiver grass in organic
agricultural fields, it was found that agriculturalists had been aware of preparing planting areas
and setting the contour lines, preparing scil accerding to the contour lines, preparing vetiver
tiliers, planting and caring for vetiver grass as well as gaining the benefits from their stalks and

leaves atl a high level.



Regarding the level of vetiver grass adoption in organic agricultural fields, the
respondents adopted vetiver grass planting in terms of the following issue: preparing planting
areas and sefting the contour lines, preparing soil according to the contour lines, preparing vetiver
tillers, planting and nursing vetiver grass as well as gaining the benefits from their stalks and
leaves. They also applied the farmyard manure (chicken manure) and the composed fertilizer in
order (o increase the soil productivity, However, they refused to eliminate the bugs under vetive:
canopy because they did not have enough the farmvard manure and the composed fertilizer and
did not used chemical insecticide in their field.

On factors relating to the acceptance of vetiver grass, it was found that the
differences in the level of awareness of preparing planting areas and setting the contour lines, the
level of awareness of preparing secil according to the contour lines, and the level of awareness of
caring for veuiver grass caused significanily difference at 95%. The other factors were not
signmificant difference.

Regarding the probiems and obstacles of planting vetiver grass, it was found that
most respondents had no problems in planting vetiver grass. However, there were some problems
about msects and discases. On the benefits from the use of their staiks and leaves, 1t was found
that when the stalks were over one meter ugh, they were strength and flowering and difficult to

harvest. They also hardly decomposed when producing composed fertilizer.





