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The purpose of this research was to study 1) the individual, economical and social
characters of the fresh water fish farmers; 2) the farmers need to culture the giant catfish
commercially; 3) the factors related to the farmers need to culture the giant catfish commercially ’
and 4) the problems and the suggestions on how to culture the giant catfish commercially. This
study was operated by collecting the information from 328 fresh water fish farmers in Chumsaeng
District, Nakhonsawan and then analyse the data by using the SPSS for Windows.

The finding on the individual, economical and social characteristics of the fresh
water fish farmers was that three-forth of them were male, aged 49 years old, had primary school
education and the number of the family members was four. Every respondent, whose average
income per year was 139,586.45 baht, had their own land for the fish culture. Most of them were
customers of the .Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives and members of an
agricultural cooperative. Each farmer had the experience about the fresh water fish culture for
approximately 7 years and had a 2-rai area for the fish ponds. The fish were fed with the natural
feed and intensive feed twice a day. Over half of them sold the fish in the wholesale market.

For the result of the study of the farmers need to culture the giant catfish
commercially, it was found that the respondents still had the need in many aspects at high level;
marketing, fish breed, source of water supply, feed, pond size and depth, and cultural condition.

The finding of the factors related to the need to culture giant catfish cammercially,
statistical significant relation level at 0.05, it revealed that: 1) the factors related to the needs in
the fish breed were gender, source of water supply, pond size, pond depth, and the number of the

ponds and marketing; 2) the factors related to the needs of the water source were the farmers age,

education, agricultural information exposure, fresh water fish culture experience, source of water
supply, pond size, feed and feeding, and marketing; 3) the factors related to the need of the
cultural condition were gender, tradition, agricultural information exposure, pond size, feed and
feeding; and marketing; 4) the factors related to the need of the pond size and depth were gender,
income, agricultural information exposure, source of water supply, number of the ponds and feed
and feeding; 5) the factors related to the need of feed were gender, education, number of family
members, land size, labour, agricultural information exposure, source of water supply, pond size,
number of the ponds and marketing; and 6) factors related to the need of marketing were gender,
labour, source of water supply, number of the ponds, feed and feeding, and marketing.

The suggestion of this research was that the fresh water fish farmers paid the most
attention to the marketing of giant catfish commercial culture. So the persons involved should
gain the benefit from this in order to convince the farmers and to motivate their need to culture
the giant catfish commercially. In addition the people involved were supposed to consider

standardisation of price so that it could be the assurance for farmers.





