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This study on the community organization and its conservation of diversified wild
orchids in a case study of Mae Kam Pong village in the sub-district of Huai Kaew, Mae On
district, Chiang Mai province, was conducted directly from two experimental plots of 20 x
2,000 mz, purposely to study the characteristics of two different areas along the trails: trail 1
found in an area where tea, coffee and fruit trees were grown by the community; and trail 2
which was situated in the forest being conserved as watershed forest. The objectivés of this
research were to compare the diversities of existing wild orchids and to study the forest social
structure. Data collection and database creation of types of wild orchids, were done
appropriately for use as guidelines in the collection of wild orchids based on taxonomy
principles. In relation to the community, the study involved questionnaire and data records
from discussion and exchange of ideas, interview with involved individuals and which were
later measured against the original data.

Results of the study showed that the water basin area of Mae Kam Pong village
was situated on an altitude of 900-1,800 m asl and alternately classified from a rain forest to
montane forest with cool climate. Wooden species were non-leaf shedding type and were green
all throughout the year. Along the trails, 56 kinds of wooden species were found which mostly
belonged to the family Fageaceae. In the water basin areas of Mae Kam Pong village, a total of
33 orchid families were found which could be classified into 87 types which existed either on
the ground, on the soil,—on the rocks and mostly on the trees. Results of the study based on the

two trail groups showed that:
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Trail 1. This forest which was situated within a national forest reservation park,
was used by the community for beneficial purposes such as for cultivating tea, coffee and ﬁ'ﬁit
trees that usually existed between erect trees. From the survey plot along the study area at an-
altitude of 940-1,100 m asl, 15 families of orchid were found which could be classified into 27
types.

Trail 2. This area, which was being conserved as water shed forest and also used
as a trail for ecotourism by the community, was classified as a montage forest and found
within the national forest conservation park. The area was characteristically hilly and steep,
with dense flora. At an altitude of 1,500-1,790 m asl, about 12 families of orchid were found
which could be classified into 19 types.

When comparison was made between the two study trails, results showed
difference on the quantity and type of orchids found along the areas, with Trail 1 having more
wild orchids than Trail 2. This might be because each household along the trail usually cui trees
within their own cultivation area to free land for planting tea during the whole year round. The
cutting of trees caused difference in the amount of sunlight that later affected orchid growth.
The cultivated areas became more open and exposed to sunlight allowing much better growth
for wild orchids in Trail 1 than in Trail 2. The latter was much denser and more stratified thus
giving less amount of sunlight for orchid growth.

Further results of this study showed that local community groups have played an
important role in the conservation and restoration of the forest and orchid resources. As a
group, duties and responsibilities were divided among members thus creating more commercial
or tourism opportunities to the community. In turn, the community created its own management
planning to divide the roles and responsibilities among members and to share benefits from
activities such as village home stay, natural tourism, sales of village souvenirs, herbal plants
and orchids. As ra result, forest areas that were being encroached and destroyed were reduced.
In addition, it was found that many village children and youth became less interested in
cultivating crops because they would rather work in urban areas as casual labor right after
finishing their studies. As an immediate result, the forest returned to its natural state at a much
faster rate thus making Mae Kam Pong village widely accepted by government agencies to be a

community with strength and unity.





