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The majority of activity in the Labour Unit is nursing activities. Therefore nurses must
analyze the cost of these nursing activities to manage resources in providing nursing services. The
purpose of this descriptive study was to examine the cost of nursing activities in the Labour Unit
of Chiang Saen Hospital, Chiang Rai Province during April 1, 2006 to May 1, 2006. There were
40 parturients and 13 nursing personnel practice in The Labour Unit, which consists of 5
professional nurses and 8 nurse-aides. The conceptual framework for cost analysis was introduced
by Kaplan and Cooper composed of 4 steps. The instruments used in this study included a nursing
activity dictionary; record forms for the data of labor cost, capital cost, material cost and time
spent in nursing activities; and digital stopped watch. The content validity index of these
instruments was .99 and the interrater reliability of observation was .90. Data was analyzed by
descriptive statistics.

The results of study revealed that the cost of nursing activities in The Labour Unit was
1,673.17 Baht per case. Cost of admission was 121.96 Baht, pre delivery stage of was 207.81
Baht, delivery stage was 514.03 Baht, post delivery stage was 421.37 Baht, discharge was 66.78
Baht and management was 341.22 Baht.

Nurse manager can use results of this study as the databases for determining the price

of nursing activities, redesigning work, and budget planning in the Labour Unit.





