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The purposes of this study were to investigate the following: 1) potential of the
cooperatives on the development of cooperative auditing; 2) potential of private auditors on the
development of cooperative auditing; and 3) guidelines for the development of cooperative
auditing. The data of this study consisted of 69 cooperative accountants and 21 private auditors.
Questionnaires were used for data collection and analyzed by using a computer software
packaged program (SPSS/PC)

Results of the study showed that the majority of cooperative managers and staff
(78.3 percent) were males with an average age of 44.1 years. They were chief bookkeepers or
accountants with an average period of service in these positions of 9.8 years. As a whole, they had
an average number of years of working experience of 14.0 years. They were bachelor’s degree
graduates who majored in Accounting. For private auditors, it was found that the majority of
auditors (66.7 percent) were females with an average age of 61.7 years. Also, they were
bachelor’s degree graduates who majored in Accounting. Their offices were located in Bangkok
and its vicinity. Most of them had an auditor permit with an average experience in auditing of
28.9 years. Besides this, they had an average experience in cooperative auditing of 15.0 years.
More than half of them (52.4 percent) did not have other carcers. Last year, most of them were
nominated and appointed to be auditors of cooperatives - one per 7 cooperatives on average.

In the case of the potential of the cooperatives, it was found that they had
readiness on regarding the cooperatives’ structure, staff, materials, equipment, and technology for
accounting tasks. However, they had inadequate knowledge and understanding about the rules
and regulations of the cooperatives. For potential of private auditors, it was found that the private
audit offices had readiness of staff, materials, equipment, and technology for accounting tasks and
they were able to finish auditing services within a short period of time. However, they had
inadequate knowledge and understanding on the cooperative act, rules, regulations, and rules and
regulations of the cooperatives’ accounting system.

To develop the efficiency on the improvement of the cooperatives’ audit system,
the cooperatives and concerned agencies particularly the Department of Cooperative Auditing
should realize the importance of knowledge and understanding on the cooperative act and rules
and regulations of cooperatives. This can be done by providing seminars and training for
accounting staff of the cooperatives and private auditors. Moreover, private auditors who have
already been registered should be considered as very important ones. Thus, there should be a
careful determination regarding the quality of private auditors and there should be an examination
of knowledge on the cooperative act, rules and regulations of cooperatives and the cooperatives’

accounting system.





