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The purpose of this research was to study the characteristics of land use for
agriculture and people’s opinions about the factors affecting the changes in land use for
cultivation of Lahu tribal people in Huai Ma Zhang village, Tambon Wawee, Mae Suai District,
Chiang Rai Province. In this study, data was collected through field surveys, in-depth interviews,
group meetings with key members and interviews of 199 farm households. Computation and
analysis of gathered data used descriptive statistics to determine the frequency, percentages,
weight mean score and standard deviation values. Results of the study are as follow:

In the beginning, the economic characteristics of the Lahu people indicated a
sufficiency or subsistence economy. People used traditional wisdom for land use and plant
cultivation which was emphasized on rice production. New planting sites were opened in natural
forest by selecting the most fertile area usually a sloping area near the village. Rice was mostly
cultivated as it showed good growth and yield in the highlands. At present, however, controlling
factors such as money and need for convenience in people’s existence, have played much greater
role. In particular, people expressed the need for money to enable them to buy things that would
give them convenience, such as motorcycle, television and farm equipment.

Although farmers continued to cultivate crops using traditional system (subsistence
farming), there was a marked shift towards commercial system. Consequently, land use
. characteristics and crop production also changed at every period based on several factors such as
external and internal support of the community. At present, cultivation areas are planted with
various kinds of cash crops although farming households continue to produce rice for their own
consumption.

The study on the opinion about the factors that have affected the change of land
use for agriculture by Lahu people, indicated six important scores of the factors: 4.18-5.00 for the
highest effect, 3.34-4.17 for high effect, 2.51-3.33 for moderate effect, 1.68-2.50 for lower effect,
0.84-1.67 for lowest effect, and 0.00-0.83 for no effect. Results of the study on the opinions about
the factors that affected land use changes are shown as follow:

Factors on the physical, economic, social and technological aspects were found to
affect land use changes at very important levels as indicated by scores of 4.09, 3.81, 3.67, and
3.43, respectively. On the other hand, factors related to government and private sector, had
affected land use changes at moderately important level with an average score of 2.97.

Over all results of the study based on the five factors indicated an important level

on their effect on land use changes (average score of 3.65).





