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Abstract

TE133874

This study 1 about tracing comfort women in the second world
war. The objective is to investigate the use of women to ‘comfort’
Japanese soldiers in Thailand.

The study has found several processes used to recruit Thai women
to 'comfort’ Japanese soldiers. Most women were recruited from brothels
in Bangkok. They were rotated between many comfort stations in
Japanese army camps. Japanese soldiers also visited the local brothels
that only allowed Japanese patrons.

In addition, many foreign comfort women followed the Japanese
army to Bangkok and Kanchanaburi Province. Like the Thai women,
they were rotated among several comfort stations.

Comparing the situation of comfort women in Thailand and other
countries in Asia-Pacific, major difference in Thai context is the prostitution
system were used to support Japanese army. Meanwhile, most comfort
women in Asia-Pacific were drafted from their villages and tricked into
working in the comfort stations. But both types of recruitment treatment

reflect sexual abuse manifested in the army’s patriarchy ideology.





