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The economic valuation of use value of Ban-Samkha Community Forest,
Lampang Province, was conducted with the following objectives: (1) to estimate the
economic value from direct and indirect use of the Ban-Samkha community forest;(2) to
study the factors that affect the willingness to pay for indirect use of the community forest;
and, (3) to investigate the strengths, weaknesses, opportunitics and threats of the
management of Ban-Samkha community forest.

This study involved the collection of data from 111 Sample respondents
" from Ban-Samkha community population, which was then used for analysis using
Statistical Package for Social Science research.

Based the result of the study, majority of the population were male
between 41 - 50 years old and married with educational background at the primary level,
had 3 - 4 house hold members, has occupation of hired manual labor and an average
monthly income of 3,453.15 bath.

Total value of direct use from the Ban-Samkha community forest in
2004/2005 indicated a total of 1,150,864.56 baht/year, which can be divided into 3 zones
as follow: zone A as reserve forest with total area of 5,858 rai and a total value of
546,164.50 baht/year; zone B as a conditional usage forest with a total area of 2,546
rai and a total value of 543,298.13 baht/year; and zone C as a multi-purpose forest with a
total area of 837 rai and a total value of 241,401.91 baht/year.

On the willingness to pay for indirect use of the community forest by

assuming a project to set up funds to maintain the forest, it was estimated that the total
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value 27,791.82 baht/year. Only education was found to significantly affect the willingness to
pay at the .05 level.

On the study of the strengths in the management of the community forest,
results showed that there were some leaders who were devoted to work, rules on the use
of community forest were set up, there was solidarity and democracy and consciousness
towards forest conservation. Meanwhile, weaknesses were found in zone C which allowed
the forest to be opened for use thus contributing to its destruction. There was also the lack
of experts in herbal plants, lack of proper irrigation system and lack of funds to purchase
communication and fire control equipment, as well as unclear division of work in the
community. For opportunities, the geography of  Ban-Samkha was suitable for being an
ecotourism site and there was abundance of herbal plants site along with good reputation of the
community. For threats, there was a lack of water reservoir for agricultural purpose during dry
season.

For recommendation, several food processing groups of community forest
products can be formed to generate income for the community. Maintenance fees should be
collected from households benefiting from the community forest besides the promotion of
knowledge and understanding about indirect benefits of the forest along with those about native
plants. Reforestation and measures to restrict uses in community forest zone C and B need to be

considered to enable the forest to recover and improve its fertility.





