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This study was conducted to investigate the following: 1) life styles of Muslim
community at Ban Pingluang on social, economic, cultural and environmental aspects; and 2)
relevance of Muslim life styles to the sufficiency economy. Participatory observation, non-
participatory observation, finding of secondary data, structured and non-structured in-depth
interview, formal and informal group discussion were conducted to find the data of this study.
Obtained data were analyzed through the qualitative and quantitative analysis method.

Results of the study showed that the Muslims at Ban Pingluang in the past did
subsistent farming. Nowadays, however, there are few of them (18.33 percent) do agricultural
career by growing longan in which they reasoned that it is more worth while than greening rice
for household consumption. At present, majority of the Muslim at Ban Pingluag (81 percent) are
hired-workers and do merchandising. About half of them (52 percent) had and average monthly
income of not more than 10,000 baht per family. However, all of them had an average monthly
expenses of not more than 10,000 baht per family. More than half of them (78.30 percent) had a
sum of saving less than 10,000 baht and about half of them (50.7 percent) had no debt.

For social life styles, it was found that most of the Muslim respondents were in
working ages; 15-60 years old. Almost all of them finished elementary school and secondary
school and married. Two-thirds of the Muslim respondents worked in their community. It was
also found that their ancestors migrated from India about 200 years ago and did agricultural
careers such as livestock rearing. Presently, people in the community can reach the city center of

Chiangmai within 30 minutes through asphaltic road. There are water-work system, a hospital and
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a mosque. There was no path of ruin places like liqueur shop, karaoke shop and gambling. Up to
the present, the Muslim at Ban Pingluang have good relationship within themselves and
neighboring communities. They also group themselves with the purpose of helping one another
among the Muslim group and Thai people who are Buddhists.

In the case of cultural life styles, it was found that the Muslims at Ban Pingluang
had a belief that Alloh was God who had built a man to inspect their royalty towards the God.
They also believed that man should not be classified into social classes. Also, they had a belief
that man had been built in order to be the representative of Alloh for the managerial
administration of natural resources on earth.

Regarding on environmental life styles, results of the study revealed that Ban
Pingluang was a wet land during the rainy season having a branch of Mae Ping river called “Ping
Noi” flowing through the community which was useful to agriculture. The Muslim at Ban
Pingluang had permanent houses built on their own legal land with an average size of land area of
less than 100 square wa. It was also found that there was garbage management-sorting for
recycling and the rest were burnt.

As a whole, the Muslim life styles at Ban Pinluang conformed to the concept of
efficiency economy in a high level of all aspects except on the economic which fell in a moderate

level.





