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This study on the impact of Mae Moh mining expansion on the local
communities, a case study of Baan Moh Luang and Baan Mai Mongkol in Mae Moh District,
Lampang province, was aimed: 1) to research on the impact of Mae Moh electric generating plant
on land use for household economy by communities in Baan Moh Luang and Baan Mai Mongkol
from 1977 to the present; and, 2) to investigate the changes in household economy after people’s
emigration from mining lands in terms of the lack of cultivation areas and change in their
livelihood. Data were collected using questionnaire and interviews on the opinion of the affected
people from 200 households which were later analyzed for means and percentages.

Results of the study showed that the impact created by the expansion of the Mae
Moh mining from 1977 to the present was mainly the destruction of a total of 67,109 rai of
reserved forest of Mae Moh and both the left portion and peak of Mae Jang reserved forest. About
56,652 rai of residential and cultivated areas also disappeared due to emigration of people from
different villages of Baan Ta Pa Tuon, Baan Na Khem, Baan Sob Moh, Baan Sob Narm, Baan
Sob Jang, Baan Moh Luang, Baan Hang Huong, Baan Huai Perd and Baan Wiang Sawarn.

It was also found that emigration of people from the villages caused the change
in their occupation, from farming to less stable jobs such as hired labor and company
employment, earning an average monthly income of 5,000 baht per household, an insufficient

amount considering the current economic situation. The lack of land for cultivation forced

villagers to work much harder to meet the cost of living. Forest resources were not fertile enough
to provide non timbre forest products for people to collect. In addition, there was the lack of water
resource for agriculture. The affected farmers would like the government to provide them with

area for cultivation for income generation.





