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The objectives of this study were to find out: 1) socio-economic, Characteristics
of longan grower using Potassium Chlorates to in crease longan Production in Lamphun
province 2) opinion for longan growers utilization of potassium chlorates, 3) factors related to
their opinions on using potassium chlorates, and 4) problems and recommendations on longan
growing using potassium chlorates. Data were collected by using questionnaires distributed to
160 longan growers obtained from random simpling in Lamphun Province and analyzed by the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences for Windows (SPSS for Windows).

Finding showed that majority of the respondents were male, aged 55 years old
on average, had completed elementary education, had longan cultivation area of 6 rais and with
an average annual income of 30,004 baht. Sandy loam soil was found in their longan orchards.
The respondents had an average family members of 4 people and they began to use potassium
chlorates before the yean 2002. The respondents contacted staff of government and private
sectors 1.14 times on average. Majority of the respondents were members of farmer group.

In the case of the investigation on levels of longan growers’ opinions towards
the utilization of Potassium Chlorates, it was found that the respondents had a high level of
acceptance on longan tree maintenance before using Potassium Chlorates and the method of
using Potassium Chlorates as well as the amount to be used.

Results on the investigation of relationship between socio-economic factors and
longan growers® opinions in using Potassium Chlorate revealed that there was a statistically
significant relationship between the two aspects on longan tree maintenance before using

Potassium Chlorates and the method of using Potassium Chlorates as well as the amount to be

used. Also, there was a statistically significant relationship between age and experience in
longan or charting of the respondents and their opinions on the maintenance of longan trees
after using Potassium Chlorates. Moreover, there was a statistically significant relationship
between using of Potassium Chlorates and the amount to be used, size of longan cultivation
area and opinions of the respondents towards the method of Potassium suing.

For problems encountered in using Potassium Chlorates, it was found that
Potassium Chlorates was expensive, high production cost, longan quality was not reach
standard and it was costly to prune the branches of longan these before the application of
Potassium Chlorates. Also, fertilizers and insecticides and herbicides were expensive. Worker

hissing was expensive, lack of hired-workers and low price of longan yields.





