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This research on the evaluation of household economic sustainability of Pga K’nyau
community in Mea Tia watershed, Ban Huai Som Poi, Chomthong District, Chiang Mai Province, was
conducted to investigate on the economic status and factors that affect household economy by
considering the difference in the amount of cultivated area and building up indicators through
synthesis of the concept and theory from literature as integrated with the concept of the actual
way of life of the Pga K’nyau community in this area. The study also aimed to assess the
household economic sustainability based on the indicators, as divided into four groups: Group 1 -
food security/ stability; Group 2 — commercial production stability; Group 3 — economic stability;
and Group 4 — household strength.

The results of the study revealed that village production system consisted of
intensive growing of crops and animals for consumption, commercial production system of plants
and animals, and off-season farm production. About 93.88% of the households commercially
grew plants as their main livelihood and more than 50% used land for crop production. A higher
proportion of plants were grown for sale than grown for consumption. Land use models
comprised of three types: complete land use and crop rotation; division of area for crop rotation;
and single crop production. From the evaluation of economic sustainability at the household level
of each population sample based on the four indicators, results showed that the household food
stability of 67.35% was only moderately sustainable to highly sustainable even though food
pfoduced was not sufficient for consumption. Nevertheless, the ratio of the cost of food produced

by villagers, was higher than the cost of food bought. The stability of commercial production was
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also moderately sustainable to highly sustainable at 53.05% even though the rest of the
households had a loss problem because non-cash funds were used for crop production. Economic
stability, which was 58.19%, was considered moderately to highly sustainable because the loss
from commercial plant production affected the net income disabling most households to pay back
their loans. However, most households were able to save more from livestock raising than they
were able to accrue debt thus increasing their stability. As for household strength (46.44%),
sustainability was the highest because most household members stayed in their farm lands and did
not involve in non-farm activities. Besides, most households possessed lands that they used
alternately for crop rotation.

The evaluation of economic sustainability at the household and community
levels, showed that economic sustainability was at a moderate level because in 2004/2005
production season, most households had a loss problem due to low production prices. Evaluation
of economic sustainability by considering the differences in the amount of the land used for farm
production, showed that households with the most amount of paddy and upland rice lands had
more economic sustainability level than the others. If the other group of villagers want to achieve
better sustainability even with the same original amount of land, the community had to join
together to solve the problem by providing importance to production for consumption in order to
reduce expenses, diversify and make suitable crops for cultivation to solve the problem of high
production cost, increase the use of manures or organic fertilizers to decrease capital cost and
also to serve as a conservation method for land, water and forest resources, which are the

important basic resources of households and community.





