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The Royal Initiative Project, Doi Ompai Highland Agriculture Development
Station (RIPDO) was founded to promote Lawa community to harmoniously live with natural
resources and environment by permanent settlement, decreasing shift cultivation area and
demonstration for cultivation patterns. Native pigs were raised without stall by Lawa for ritual
activities and medium-size protein source. They fed on household wastes and vegetation. The
consequences of these were cash crop destruction, manure spreading and prone to worm
infection. The purposes of this research were to demonstrate and to evaluate pig confinement by
deep bedding system in the RIPDO. All of the pigs were approximately 10 kg of initial weight
and fed on concentrated feed and fermented products according to natural agricultural practice in
20 weeks feeding period. Average daily gain from crossbred pigs (with rice hull or rice straw
bedding) were similar (P > 0.05) but greater than those from native pigs (with rice straw or no
stall) (P > 0.05). The results from carcass quantity and carcass quality were not comparable to
those commercial pigs because of much lower final weights. Pork quality such as redness of pork
was similar to those from commercial pigs. There were internal parasites found from inspections
at 10 and 20 weeks of feeding period. Results of the study obtained from focus groups showed
that RIPDO staff appreciated the consequences of this demonstration for it could provoke Lawa
to confine their pigs. Lawa that concemed the research preferred advantageous from deep

bedding for there was no pig death lost and bedding material was used as organic fertilizer for

vegetation.





