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The objectives of this study was to investigate factors effecting unpaid-debts of
Rattaphum Agricultural Cooperative Ltd. members, Rattaphum district, Songkhla province. A set
of questionnaires was used for data collection from 260 members of Rattaphum Agricultural
Cooperative Ltd. Obtained data were analyzed by using the Statistical Package.

It was found that most of the respondents were female, aged 36-45 years old. As
a whole, they were 39 years old on average; the oldest was 68 and the youngest was 25 years old.
Most of the respondents were married and elementary school graduates. They had 3-4 family
;nembers on average. Most of the respondents had their own farming land for 10 rai and above.
Most of them grew para rubber as a main occupation and were hired workers fqr supplementary
income. The respondents had an annual income earned from farming for less than 50,000 baht on
average and from non-agricultural sector for less than 50,000 baht on average. They obtained a
moderate term credit and most of them had a problem on unpaid debts due to para rubber
growing.

Findings showed that respondents placed economic factor in a high level of
importance particularly on a low price of yields. Political condition was placed in a moderate
level. However, sub-components on political condition and frequency of political change were
placed in a high level of importance. They placed a low level of importance effecting unpaid-
debts in natural calamity, and only flood was placed in a moderate level.

For factors concerning cooperative staff affecting unpaid-debts of the
respondents, it was found that: 1) the respondents held a moderate level of importance in credit
service and marketing assistance, but a low level of importance in the potential of cooperative
staff and debt acceleration function.

- With regards to a problem on production and resolution. for unpaid-debt, the
respondents placed the importance on capital and high cost of operation for mono-cropping and
identified problem alleviation that they must reduce production cost. For the problem in
marketing, it was found that the identified low price needed correction through price assurance.
For loan management, the respondents identified that they used only certain- part of the loan for
the purpose. For the problem in household expenses, it was found that mos{ of the respondents
invest money for other assets and some of them did not follow the concept, of sufficiency

economy. Thus, they should reduce the household expenses.





