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ABSTRACT

200431

The main purpose of this study was aimed at investigating the economic change
condition of Lawa at Ban Sam community after the establishment of the Royal Initiative Project,
Doi Ompai Highland Agriculture Development station. This study also investigated opinions,
problems encountered, and suggestions of the community toward the project. Data collection was
obtained from the in-depth interview and group discussion with 35 family heads in the
community. The obtained data were analyzed by using descriptive statistic, comparative analysis
of the economic conditions before and after the establishment of the project. The statistic

parameters used in this study were percentage, mean, frequency, T — test, and Chi — square.

Results of the study revealed that the collaboration of the respondents on
economic aspect was not so strong as the social collaboration. After the establishment of the
project, it was found that sustainable land use was increased. There was no increase in using the
land for growing rice, orcharding, and mixed — farming. However, some pieces of land were
returned to the project. Besides, the community had adapted the method on sustainable soil
resource management. Although the number of farmers using chemical fertilizer and pesticides
was not decreased, there was an obvious increase in the number of farmers doing rice terrace
cultivation, using plant residue to cover the soil, growing vetiver grass, using compose and
manure. Also, there was an establishment of sustainable water resource management such as
building of reservoirs, weirs and irrigation systems. This made the villagers there have enough
water for farming throughout the year. The occupatioﬁs that they did most were cropping, being

hired workers, and animal rearing, respectively. The new agricultural activities after the
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establishment of the project were duck rearing and fish culture in which 32 out of 35
respondents did. Aside from being hired workers of the project, they obtained knowledge on
doing their occupation from the occupation extension of concerned government agencies. All of
the respondents sold their agricultural products through middlemen and most of them did not
satisfied with the price of their products offered by the middlemen. After the establishment of the
project, it was found that non — agricultural labors who worked outside their community
was deceased. For agricultural problems, it was found that the problems on water shortage
and transportation of agricultural products were decreased. However, it was also found that
the amount of land use and the amount of exchanged labors were still be the same as before, After
the establishment of the project, an average annual income of the respondents was increased
which was in the statistically significant level of 0.05. Most of them earned supplementary
income from being hired workers of the project. It was also found that their household expenses
was somewhat decreased but their expenses on non — agricultural sector was increased which was
in the statistically significant level of 0.05. The number of those having debts before and after the
establishment of the project was 26 — 27 persons out of 35 persons but their debts was increased
from 14,523.93 baht to 18,950.00 baht per family which was in the statistically significant level
of 0.05. All families got a loan for doing farming and earning a living which was in the
statistically significant level of 0.05. After the establishment of the project, however, there was a
statistically significant level of 0.05 an increase in their savings which meant that they had better
financial status than before. For assets after the establishment of the project, it was found that the
community clearly had more convenient facilities than before. In the case of assets for agriculture
such as pesticide or fungicide spray and hand tractor, it was found to be somewhat increased. The
respondents agreed that the extension form and development of the concerned agencies was better
than before and they could apply their knowledge obtained from the extension program to the
actual situations in their daily life activities in a moderate level. They also stated that concerned
government agencies should find markets for their agricultural yields. Crop rotation should be

promoted as well as educational tour on sufficiency economy.,





