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This research had adopted His Majesty the King’s initiative on developing
degenerated lands by means of building check dams. This royal initiated project has been
successfully conducted at Huai Hong Khrai Royal Development Study Center in Doi Saket
district, Chiang Mai province. The project has long been a successful model of check dam
projects by many communities in different provinces in northern Thailand.

The population in this research were villagers from 410 households in Mu 3 of
Ban To, Nam Cho sub-district, Mae Tha district, Lampang province. Simple sampling was used
and 150 samples were obtained. Data collection methods used were interviews and participatory
and non-participatory observations. The data were then analysed by means of descriptive
statistics, percentage, and mean with the use of weight mean score.

The research found that the sample population were mainly male with an
average age of 41.88 years old. They were married, had basic education, and worked as paid
labourers. Most lands were used for agriculture. Main water resources were rivers and irrigation
weir. The sample population received information about check dam from information points
in their community. They acquired a good knowledge of check dam building and had a high level
of cooperation. There was a lack of water supply in the dry season. Remembrance of good old
days in the community was recounted. Campaigns on check dam building, especially during
important public holidays such as Chakri’s Day, the King’s birthday, and the Queen’s birthday,

resulted in the participation of people in solving their common problems and encouraging them
check dam. They agreed on reviving dried out water sources by building a check dam together

with growing more trees. The check dam could contribute to the fertility of the community,
hastening the revival of community forests. An area of water in front of the check dam should be
reserved for the breeding of aquatic animals. Furthermore, the sample population agreed on local
schools bringing their students on a study trip to observe ecological changes in the check dam
area. According to the sample population, the dry season was the best time to build the check
dam because they were not engaged in a job in agriculture as well as it was during a school break
that a group of sample students could participate in the check dam building. They agreed that
check dam building supervised by a government organization offered them a reasonable wage
and a budget and building materials should be prepared for them, who contributed their labours
to the job. They also wanted the government organisation help them in setting up a committee
responsible for the supervision of the check dam. In addition, they agreed on distribution of idea
of check dam building to neighbouring communities so that they could conserve their natural
resources including soils, water and forests. A major problem found after the check dam had
been built was that it was easily damaged because it was made from bamboos, resulting in a short
life of utility and repeated repairs which always caused difficulties. Therefore, they agreed on
restoring the bamboo check dam with lay rocks check dam. The lay rock check dam could keep
more volume of water in storage and was more durable and convenient for maintenance by

the community itself.





