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Abstract
TE 150683

In this study of "Child rearing in the community : exploring the experience of
mothers with autistic children" Participants comprised 10 mothers with autistic children, who
lived in the rural community. The children came to occupational therapy services at the
Rajchanakarin Institution of Child Development ; Department of Psychiatry, Faculty of
Medicine, Chiang Mai University (CMU), and at Occupational Therapy Clinic, Faculty of
Associated Medical Sciences, CMU. Data were collected by deep interviewing at the
participant 's home. There were five openended questions, which consisted of the leading
guideline to general child care. Major questions concerned technique, opinion, expectation
and thoughts behind parenting. Data were analyzed by domain and theme analysis on various
topics including parenting of autistic children, thoughts and reason on feeling behind in
raising austistic children, source of information on autistic child care, expectation of mothers

toward their children and the reasons behinded.

The results of the study demonstrated that these participants looked after their
children as normal persons before recognition of autistic impairment, which focused on basic
needs in order to develop physical, emotional, and cognitive function. Mothers not only
assisted their children in basic activities of daily living (ADL) but also prevented accidents,
and looked after their general health. At recognition of deviated behaviour, with no medical
diagnosis of autistic; mothers increased awareness of parenting especially in the dimension of

normal development. They sought and observed more information relevant to child 's growth.



TE 150683

Moreover, they brought their children to see medical doctors. In child care after the
recognition of the diagnosis, mothers valued the necessity of more tending, and brought their
children to health professionals for therapy. Participants provided reasons for their
performance in child care at this stage the way they acted in their role as a mother suggestion
from others with austistic children, and the need io ielieve anxiety. In addition, they received
encouragement and information on child raising from many sources such as academic health
professionals, relatives, friends, other parents with autisiic children, mass media, and
self-study. The feeling of mothers towards child care at this stage were anxiety, tiredness,
fretfulness, guilty, regret, and challenging. These participants also revealed feeling of
gladness, pride, worth, and dedication towaid the results of tending to their autistic child.
Regarding the issue of expectation, mothers wanted their children to survive in the society
without being cheated by others. They also expected these children to have paid-employment,
be independent and able to attend school. Furthermore, they hope family and society to
support these children. The reasons for the expectation were sin and karma clearance,
consideration of the child 's potential and capability of living in the community and mother 's

role:

The participants perceived and recognized the mother 's role and valued the
dedication to child parenting and recommendations from others with autistic children.
Therefore, child rearing evokes the promotion of child care by family members, as expected
by participants with autistic children in this study. in addition, assistance from the community

and society such as family and autistic organisation network is required.



